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Since the mid-1980s the United States has made significant progress in reducing the risk from exposure to radon.
This progressis theresult of along-term effort between EPA, citizens, non-profit organizations, state and |local governments,
the business community, and other Federal agenciesworking together. More adult Americansare knowledgeabl e about radon
than at any time snce the mid-1980s, when radon became a National health concern. Approximatdy two-thirds (66%) of
Americans are generally aware of radon, and of those three-quarters (75%, on average) understand that radon is a health
hazard. Since the mid-1980s about 18 million homes have been tested for radon and about 500,000 of them have been
mitigaed. Approximately 1.8 million new homeshave been built with radon-resistant featuressince 1990. EPA will continue
to focusits efforts, and those of its partners, on achieving actual risk reduction through the mitigation of existing homes and
the building of new homesto be radon-resistant. EPA’s estimates of risk reduction are predicated upon mitigation systems
being properlyinstdled, operated and mantained. Asaresult of these actionsto reduce radonlevelsin homes through 1999,
EPA estimatesthat approximately 350 future lung cancer deaths will be prevented each year. This annual rate is expected
to rise as radon levels are lowered in more new and existing homes.

A. INTRODUCTION

For morethan 10 years, the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) has actively pursued amulti-
faceted campaignto reduce the adverse effect on the health of Americans caused by exposureto radon in indoor
air. Thisreport presents recent findings and historic trends inradon-relaed activities Measures of progressin
the EPA radon program presented in this report fall into four major categories:

1. How aware the general publicis about radon,
2. The number of homestested to determine the radon level,
3. The number of existing homes with elevated radon levels that have been mitigated, and

4. The number of homes built with radon-resistant new construction features

B. RADON AWARENESS

Background. The EPA obtained dataregarding the public’ s awarenessof the radon issues four times over the
seven year period 1993-1999: in 1993, 1994, 1996, and 1999. These data were gathered through telephone
interview surveys of randomly selected Ameri can adults. Thefirst three of these surveys were conducted by a
contractor for the Conferenceof Radiation Control Program Directors(CRCPD), under thetermsof acooperative
agreement with EPA (CRCPD Radon Survey; 1993, 1994, and 1996). The last survey was contracted directly
by the EPA to the Center for Survey Research and Analysis (CSRA), University of Connecticut (University of
Connecticut; 1999), using a refined methodology similar to that of the CRCPD surveys.

The EPA has defined knowl edgeabl eawareness as more than simply having heard of radon. In addition
to having heard of radon, arespondent must beableto identify that exposure to radon is ahealth hazard, and that
radon isanaturally-occurring, colorless, odorlessgas. The following three questions were posed to asampl e of
Americansin each of the four surveys. They represent the components of knowledgeable awareness.

1. Areyou aware of radon? [tha is, have you ever heard of radon?]
2. Isradon a health hazard? [yes or no]
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3. What isradon? [selected from a multiple-choicelist]
The following six bar graphs and discusson illustrate the survey responses to these questions.
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